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The Federal Bar Association, Sacramento 

Chapter has enjoyed an active and successful 
year so far.  After beginning the year by hosting 
an all-day training event focusing on litigating civil 
rights cases, we put on multiple mixers and CLE 
events.  In August, we held our annual Supreme 
Court Year in Review, featuring Professors Clark 
Kelso and Alan Brownstein.  Each event has 
been well-attended and feedback has been 
tremendously positive.   

Once again, our Sacramento Chapter 
collaborated with the San Joaquin Chapter to 
host a welcome table and reception at the 
Eastern District Conference.  The Conference 
was held the first weekend of October in Squaw 
Creek, California.  We enjoyed seeing many of 
our members at this wonderful annual event. 
 On November 5, in cooperation with the 
Eastern District Historical Society, our chapter 
presented a panel discussion on In re Bomb 
Disaster at Roseville, California, on April 28, 
1973, also known as the "Roseville Bomb Trial."  
Building on the success of our previous 
collaborative efforts with the Eastern District 
Historical Society in presenting fascinating panel  
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Celebration of the Life of Judge Karlton  
 

 On August 18, 2015, over 400 lawyers and other friends gathered to remember and celebrate the 
life of Judge Lawrence K. Karlton.  Judge Karlton served as a District Judge in our district for thirty-five 
years, including serving as the 
Chief Judge from 1983 to 1990.  
He took senior status in 2000 and 
stepped down from the bench in 
September 2014.  He was eighty 
years old when he passed away.  
As Sacramento Bee reporter 
Denny Walsh noted, “His 
reputation as a champion of 
disadvantaged individuals and a 
threatened environment went far 
beyond the boundaries of the 
Eastern District of California.” 

 After Chief Judge England 
welcomed the attendees at the 
memorial, Chief Magistrate Judge 
Dale Drozd served as the master of ceremonies.  The speakers included Senior District Judge William B. 
Shubb; Alameda County Superior Court Judge Brad Seligman, who was Judge Karlton’s first law clerk; 
Judge Karlton’s law clerk Haven Gracey DePietro; journalist and writer Hilary Abramson; California 

Appellate Court Justice Coleman A. 
Blease; Ninth Circuit Judge Stephen 
R. Reinhardt; and Supreme Court 
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy via video.   
Judge Karlton’s daughter, Emily 
Williams, closed the service by 
assuring her mother and the attendees 
that they “have not lost him.”  
Throughout the memorial, Judge 
Karlton’s passion for the law and 
commitment to his family, including his 
extended family of law clerks and 
chambers staff, was palpable.    

 
 

 After the memorial, attendees gathered to reflect and share memories in a reception hosted by 
Judge Karlton’s widow, Sue Karlton.  The Sacramento Chapter of the Federal Bar Association was honored 
to assist the Court and Sue in planning such a meaningful celebration of a jurist who left a remarkable 
legacy and who will be deeply missed.  
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Operation Protect and Defend Law Day Dinner 

 
On May 7, 2015, Operation Protect and Defend, Sacramento County Bar Association, and the Federal Bar 

Association, Sacramento Chapter proudly presented the annual Law Day celebration dinner to honor student award 
winners in the Story of America Essay Contest and the Modern Masters of America Art Contest.   
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 10 THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT 

Bankruptcy Judge Christopher Jaime 
By: Kristin A. Koo 

 

1.  Judge Jaime was born at Sutter Memorial 
Hospital in Sacramento, California. He lived on 
42nd Avenue for 2 years until his family moved 
to San Jose where he lived through high school. 
Both paternal and maternal sides of his family 
arrived and settled in the Sacramento area in 
the early 1900s. His paternal grandfather 
worked at the Southern Pacific rail yard across 
from the federal courthouse and his maternal 
grandfather drove a cement truck for Teichert for 
several decades. An uncle was instrumental in 
the building of St. Joseph Marello Catholic 
Church in Granite Bay that opened in 2011 and 
served as the parish’s first pastor. 

2.  Judge Jaime has been married to his wife 
Michelle for 24 years. They met in college and 
were married during the third-year of law school 
(which Judge Jaime describes as the best year 
of his career because Michelle worked while he 
attended classes). They have 2 children, one in 
college and the other in high school. Several 
members of Michelle’s family are also long-time 
California residents with some holding 
Stanislaus County land grants issued by 
Presidents Lincoln, Grant, and Hayes. Her 
uncles also established parishes in San Bruno 
and Concord. 

3.  Judge Jaime attended St. Mary’s College of 
California in Moraga, California, and Willamette 
University College of Law in Salem, Oregon. As 
a first year law student, Judge Jaime had the 
unique opportunity to work with Paul J. De 
Muniz, Esq., of Garrett, Seideman, Heman, 
Robertson & De Muniz (and who would later 
become Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme 
Court) on a pro bono post-conviction relief case 
that involved a Mixtec migrant farm worker who 
was denied his constitutional right to testify on 
his own behalf during trial on a murder charge. 
The state constitutional law argument that Judge 

Jaime developed was instrumental in the 
ultimate success of the case and in the 
development of Oregon constitutional law. 
Judge Jaime’s work in that case also resulted in 
his published law review article, Sword and 
Shield: An Analysis of Criminal Defendants’ 
Right to be Heard Under Article I, Section 11 of 
the Oregon Constitution, 28 Willamette Law 
Review 127 (1991), and clarified that Article I, 
Section 11 of the Oregon Constitution grants 
individuals a state constitutional right to testify 
on their own behalf.  That analysis and law 
review article were subsequently argued 
successfully to and adopted by the Oregon 
Court of Appeals in Ashley v. Hoyt, 912 P.2d 
393 (Or. App. 1996) and were cited with 
approval by the Oregon Supreme Court in State 
v. Rogers, 4 P.3d 1261 (Or. 2000). 

4.  After graduating law school in 1992, Judge 
Jaime was hired as an associate attorney with 
Walther, Key, Maupin, Oats, Cox, Klaich & 
LeGoy (which subsequently became Maupin, 
Cox & LeGoy) in Reno, Nevada. He became a 
shareholder and vice-president of the law firm in 
1998. His practice concentrated in bankruptcy 
law and litigation, and also included business, 
employment, and constitutional law.   

5.   The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals appointed 
Judge Jaime as a United States Bankruptcy 
Judge for the Eastern District of California on 
December 9, 2014. He was sworn in on January 
5, 2015, and began hearing matters on January 
6, 2015. 

6.  Time and workload permitting, Judge Jaime 
runs between 25-50 miles per week. He has 
finished 13 marathons (with a personal best of 
3:47:32), 13 half-marathons (with a personal 
best of 1:43:10), and a number of 10k and 5k 
races. He will be running the California 
International Marathon in Sacramento this 
December.   

       
      

       
       

Continued on page 5 – 10 Things You May Not Know  

Judge Christopher D. Jaime serves as a Judge in the Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of California, 
Sacramento Division in Department B. He currently hears cases involving Chapters 7, 11 and 13. 
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or the Federal Bar Association – Sacramento Chapter.  

 

  

7. Judge Jaime enjoys reading military, 
science fiction, and non-fiction Native 
American novels. He spent several summers 
studying the Anasazi and Navajo of the 
Southwest, which included several visits to 
the ancient ruins of Chaco Canyon in New 
Mexico. 

8.   During high school Judge Jaime worked 
as a skate guard at Eastridge Ice Arena in 
San Jose. Because he was the only one who 
fit into the mascot suit, he was routinely 
subjected to appearing publicly in the 
Eastridge Mall as the ice arena’s very own 7' 
2” “I.C. Penguin.” 

9.    Answering one of life’s most mysterious 
questions…cat person or dog person. Dog 
person. 

10. The Jaimes look forward to making 
Sacramento their home. They are excited to 
once again live close to family in Sacramento 
and the Bay Area. 

Eastern District of California 
Appointment of U.S. Magistrate Judge 
 
 The Judicial Conference of the United 
States has authorized the appointment of a full-
time United States Magistrate Judge for the 
Eastern District of California at Sacramento, 
California.  For qualifications and eligibility, 
please visit: http://www.caed.uscourts.gov/ 
caednew/index.cfm/careers/.  
 
 To apply, submit a letter of interest, a 
chronological resume and a completed 
Application for the Position of United States 
Magistrate Judge form found on the “Careers” 
page of the internet website of the United States 
District Court – Eastern District of California at 
www.caed.uscourts.gov. Materials must be 
submitted by the applicant personally (i.e., the 
nomination of another person will not be 
accepted). The application packet must be 
received by no later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 
December 11, 2015 as a PDF file sent to email 
address: CAED-HR@caed.uscourts.gov 
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2015 Ninth Circuit Judicial 
Conference 

 

 
 

 The 2015 Ninth Circuit Judicial 
Conference was held on July 13-15 at the 
Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina in San Diego, 
California.  The conference was attended by 
hundreds of judges and lawyers working in the 
federal courts of nine western states and two 
Pacific island jurisdictions, including many 
representatives from the Eastern District of 
California.   
 
 Featured events included a panel 
discussion on cyber warfare and its legal and 
societal implications, featuring distinguished 
professors from the University of California, San 
Diego and the United States Military Academy, 
West Point.   
 
 Attendees were also treated to a 
presentation on the changing demographics of 
the Ninth Circuit, and participated in related 
breakout sessions addressing issues and 
challenges in our courts arising from increased 
immigration within the Circuit and resulting 
cultural and linguistic diversity.  
 
 The Conference concluded with an 
enlightening group discussion featuring Justice 
Anthony M. Kennedy.  Invitees from the Eastern 
District of California also had the privilege of 
joining Justice Kennedy on an intimate dinner 
cruise aboard the Emerald Hornblower yacht. 

FBA Sacramento Is Now  
On LinkedIn and Twitter! 

 

                   
 
 
 The FBA Sacramento Chapter has 
launched profiles on LinkedIn and Twitter to 
stay connected with our members. Here, we’ll 
provide regular updates on our programs, CLE 
offerings, social mixers and other events.  
Highlights and photographs from these events 
will be shared with our members here too.  We 
will also continue to relay information and major 
announcements via our newsletter, and by 
email.   
 
 Our social media sites will provide 
regular posts on topics relevant to our 
members, including national FBA news, 
important matters in our legal community, and 
more.  We welcome all submissions and 
recommendations – this can be a great way for 
our members to share their ideas!   
  
 If you have anything you would like to 
share with our membership, send it to our 
Social Media Chair Geoff Westbrook at 
gwestbrook@seyfarth.com or simply tweet it to 
@fbasacramento to be distributed to our 
membership. 
 
 We hope that our new social media 
presence will improve our line of 
communication with our members.  To join our 
group on LinkedIn, just search “Federal Bar 
Association - Sacramento Chapter” on 
www.linkedin.com. You can also follow us on 
Twitter at https://twitter.com/fbasacramento 
(@fbasacramento). 
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 Earlier this year, the FBA hosted a fantastic all-day training program focusing on litigating civil rights 
cases under 42 U.S.C. § 1983.  The event was presented in conjunction with the UC Davis School of Law 
and the Pacific McGeorge School of Law.  Nearly one hundred attorneys from around the region – most of 
them Federal Bar Association members – came to sharpen their advocacy skills and learn more about civil 
rights litigation.   
 
 Several of the region's finest litigators, including Jeffrey Bornstein, Edward Sangster, Bruce Kilday, 
Parker White, Bill Portanova, Stewart Katz, and Chris Becker, presented simulated oral arguments for a 
dispositive motion and motions in limine, as well as simulated opening statements and witness examination.  
Judge William Shubb, Judge Kimberly Mueller, Magistrate Judge Stanley Boone, and Magistrate Judge 
Kendall Newman all graciously volunteered their time to preside over the simulated proceedings and 
moderate panel discussions.  Our past president Bre Moebius, who teaches Civil Rights Litigation at Pacific 
McGeorge and U.C. Davis, wrote the fact pattern for the simulation and lead the planning committee. 
 
 Lunch was served in the Kennedy Learning 
Center, where guest speaker Jim Houpt discussed 
his experience with limited scope pro bono 
representation and provided related practice pointers.  
Feedback from participants has been overwhelmingly 
positive.  We look forward to putting on similar 
training programs to support the Eastern District 
Court's Pro Bono Panel in years to come. 
 

 

Honing Your Trial Skills:  
Effective Litigation of a Civil Rights Case    

By: Landon Bailey 
 

Minute Man Press - PLEASE INSERT YOUR AD HERE 
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discussions on Lynette "Squeaky" Fromme and 
the "Unabomber" Ted Kacynski, the event 
featured several key individuals with prominent 
roles in the events and legal proceedings 
surrounding this important event in our region's 
history.  
 
 We are looking forward to finishing the 
year strong with the Eastern District Court's 
annual Night to Honor Service on December 1.  
This special event recognizes members of our 
community who generously volunteer their time 
representing clients through the Court's Pro 
Bono Panel and mediating cases through the 
Court's Voluntary Dispute Resolution Program.  
The event also recognizes attorneys serving the 
bankruptcy court's pro se help desk and 
Assistant United States Attorneys and Federal 
Defenders who have made a significant 
contribution to public service. Our keynote 
speaker this year will be Pulitzer Prize and Polk 
Award winning journalist Jeff Gottleib.  Mr. 
Gottleib gained nationwide notoriety and 
widespread praise arising from his investigation 
into government corruption in the City of Bell, 
which uncovered large scale misappropriation of 
public funds and other improprieties and led to 
numerous resignations, and even criminal 
convictions, amongst various Bell City public 
officials. 
  
 One of my biggest priorities for the 
Sacramento Chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association this year has been to improve 
communication with our members.  Among the 
initiatives implemented in furtherance of this goal 
is the establishment of a social media presence 
for our chapter.  You can now follow FBA 
Sacramento on Twitter (@fbasacramento), or 
join the Federal Bar Association, Sacramento 
Chapter group on LinkedIn or Facebook.  We 
envision this as another way to distribute 
information to our members about upcoming 
events and other benefits of membership.  
Although our online presence is very much a 
work in progress, we are excited to be building a 
new way to communicate with our members.  
We welcome your participation in our efforts to 
build an online community around our 
organization.  Please feel free to tweet and 
message us about anything that is on your mind.  
For example, we would be happy to use these 

From the President’s Desk – continued from page 1 
media forms to help distribute links to our 
members' online legal articles and other relevant 
written materials or to provide this platform as a 
means of distributing information about 
upcoming events and points of interest in our 
legal community.  The success of this initiative 
depends entirely on the participation and 
creativity of our membership, so please do not 
be shy about connecting with us and sharing 
anything you wish to share! 
 

Our Executive Board is always receptive 
to thoughts and ideas regarding how we might 
better serve our members and the Sacramento 
legal community as a whole.  If you have any 
questions, thoughts, or ideas, please feel free to 
contact me at LBailey@hansonbridgett.com. 
Finally, if you are interested in becoming more 
involved with our organization, please feel free 
to attend any of our monthly Executive Board 
meetings (contact me for date, time, and 
location).  These meetings are open to our 
entire membership, and we encourage and 
appreciate everyone’s participation. 

Thank you for helping to make 2015 a 
great year for the Federal Bar Association here 
in Sacramento!  

 

The above is a paid-for advertisement and is not a 
recommendation or endorsement by the Federal Bar Association, 

or the Federal Bar Association – Sacramento Chapter. 
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 On August 6, 2015, the Sacramento Chapter of the Federal Bar Association held its annual 
Supreme Court Year  in Review at The Citizen Hotel in downtown Sacramento.   The event drew more than 
80 members of the Sacramento legal community, including several members of the state and federal 
bench. We were privileged to welcome back as speakers UC Davis Professor of Law Emeritus Alan 
Brownstein and McGeorge Professor of Law Clark Kelso.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Professors Brownstein and Kelso covered a wide range of high-profile cases from the historic 2014-
15 Supreme Court term,  including King v. Burwell (upholding the Affordable Care Act) and Obergefell v. 
Hodges (legalizing same-sex marriage).  They also summarized the major developments in First 
Amendemnt law; namely, Reed v. Town of Gilbert, Arizona and John Walker, III, et al.  v. Texas Division, 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, Inc.   

 In Reed, a unanimous court held that strict scrutiny applied to a regulation that imposed more 
stringent restrictions on signs directing the public to meetings of a non-profit group than signs conveying 
other messages.  In Walker, a five-to-four Court held that the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles Board 
did not violate the First Amendment in rejecting a proposed specialty plate featuring the confederate flag.   
The Court held that messages on Texas vanity places are “government speech,” and, as such, the First 
Amendment does not apply to the content of vanity plates. 

In typical fashion, professors Brownstein and Kelso brought an element of entertainment to the 
presentation through insightful commentary and debate.  The FBA thanks them for their contributions to 
another successful Supreme Court Year in Review. 

Supreme Court Year in Review 
By: Cameron Desmond 
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2015 Eastern District Conference in Squaw Creek 
The Eastern District of California held its annual Eastern District Conference from October 2 through October 4 in 
Squaw Creek, California.  The Federal Bar Association’s Sacramento Chapter coordinated with its San Joaquin 

Chapter to host a reception on the first evening of the Conference.  Our guests enjoyed great pizza and free drinks, 
and Programs Committee member Lori Gualco organized and conducted a raffle with the assistance of Senior District 
Judge Shubb.  The Conference featured fascinating panel discussions and sessions on topics such as cyber-security, 

drones, the reliability of human memory, and the future of high-speed rail in California.  Attendees also received 
reports from the Presidents of the Sacramento and San Joaquin Chapters of the Federal Bar Association, as well as 

reports from the U.S. Attorney and the Federal Defender’s Office.  Feedback on the event was overwhelmingly 
positive, and the Federal Bar Association’s reception was a major success.  Congratulations are in order to Eastern 

District Conference Planning Committee Chair and past-FBA Sacramento President Alex Medina and his entire 
committee for another great event! 

  

Judge Shubb and Lori Gualco conducting the raffle. 

Alex Medina and Brandon McKelvey at the Federal Bar Association reception. 
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Your 2015 FBA Sacramento Officers 
 President  

Landon D. Bailey 
Hanson Bridgett LLP 
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 

 Judiciary Liaison 
Hon. William B. Shubb 
Senior U.S. District Court Judge 
501 I Street, Suite 14-210 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 Vice President 
Thomas A. Woods 
Stoel Rives LLP 
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1600 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 

 Secretary 
Avalon Johnson 
Downey Brand LLP 
621 Capitol Mall, 18th Floor 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

 Treasurer 
Megan C. Sammut 
DLA Piper LLP 
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2400 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 

 Programs Co-Chair 
Cameron L. Desmond 
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 3000 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 Programs Co-Chair 
Julie Yap  
Seyfarth Shaw LLP  
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2350 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

 Membership Chair 
Steve M. Duvernay  
Benbrook Law Group, PC 
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1610 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 Student Division Chair & Criminal 
Practice Rep. 
Michele Beckwith 
U.S. Attorney’s Office 
501 I Street, Suite 10-100 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 Bankruptcy Liaison 
Jason E. Rios 
Felderstein Fitzgerald Willoughby & 
Pascuzzi LLP 
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1750 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

 Past-President 
Breann M. Moebius  
Law Clerk to Judge Shubb  
501 I Street, Suite 14-210 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 

 Government Affairs Liaison 
Dan Croxall 
Croxall Law 
1201 K Street, Suite 740 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Newsletter Editor 
Jake C. Weaver, Downey Brand LLP 

 
Programs Committee 

Tonie Darling, Office of the U.S. Trustee Lori Gualco, Gualco Law 
Linda Deos, Deos Law, PC 

Kristen Koo, Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee 
Jon Miles, Stoel Rives LLP 

Pam Stone, Kennaday, Leavitt & Daponde PC 
Jessica James, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe Chi Soo Kim, Assistant United States Attorney 

 

 Shelley Weger, Assistant United States Attorney 
 

  If you would like to write an article, place a member announcement, advertise, or submit photographs,  
please email Jake C. Weaver, at jweaver@downeybrand.com. 

Each author’s commentary in FBA Sacramento News & Notes reflects his or her individual opinion only and not that of his or her 
employer, organization with which he or she is affiliated, the Federal Bar Association, or the Federal Bar Association – Sacramento 

Chapter, unless otherwise indicated. 
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Remember to Update Your Email Address with FBA 
The FBA Sacramento communicates with its members primarily through email.  If you have not been 

receiving emails from the FBA, check your spam filter and send an email to FBA Sacramento Membership Chair 
Steve M. Duvernay, at stephen.duvernay@gmail.com.  Additionally, if you have recently changed your address, 
phone number, or other contact information, please let us know so that we can update our records.  
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