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Welcome to this installment of the Federal 

Bar Association, Sacramento Chapter’s 2016 
News, Notes and Activities.  I am honored for the 
opportunity to serve as your 2016 FBA 
Sacramento Chapter President.  I am also proud 
to say that your 2016 FBA Sacramento Board is 
excited to offer another full schedule of events 
designed to inform and connect our membership, 
and facilitate involvement throughout the Eastern 
District’s community. 
 Our Board’s first order of business in 
2016 was to offer a simple, heartfelt “thanks and 
congratulations” to newly appointed Eastern 
District Court Judge Dale A. Drozd.  In February, 
the FBA’s San Joaquin Chapter (SJ-FBA) hosted 
a wonderful investiture for Judge Drozd in Fresno 
that – in some respects – was bittersweet for this 
Chapter.  In Sacramento, we will all miss Judge 
Drozd’s wit, wisdom and daily warm presence, 
but we, along with everyone else, celebrate his 
appointment to the Eastern District Court bench 
in Fresno.  Thank you to the SJ-FBA for a terrific 
celebration.    
            Beginning in March, FBA Sacramento will 
begin its 2016 series of educational programs 
and other events designed to inform our 
membership and serve our local community.  Our 
Continuing Legal Education Series begins March 
30, at the Robert T. Matsui Federal Courthouse, 
with our lunch program: “2015 Amendments to 
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January FBA Election Mixer in Judge Callahan’s Chambers 
In January, FBA members gathered in Judge Callahan’s chambers to elect the new board and to  

honor past FBA presidents.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 

  

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More photographs from the Election Mixer on page 7. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

Judges Mueller and Newman 

Asha Zahrt, Jake Weaver, and Alex Smith 
 

Judge Callahan, FBA President Tom Woods, and  
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John Gisla 
Robert Miller 
Norman Hile 

Stuart Somach 
Judge Ken Mennemeier 

Judge John Mendez 
Martha Lofgren 
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FBA Past Presidents: 
Judge Mendez, Judge Shubb, and  

Jean Hobler 
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Judicial Profile:  Chief Judge Morrison C. England Jr.    

By:  Chi Soo Kim 
 

 The extra work and responsibilities that come with serving 
as Chief Judge of the second busiest district in the country is 
nothing new to Chief Judge Morrison England Jr., who taught 
and coached football at Sacramento State during the day while 
attending law school at night and working the graveyard shift as 
a juvenile hall counselor.  That determination and work ethic 
also contributed to his success on the football field for which he 
earned All-State and All-American honors. 

Judge England was born in St. Louis and moved to 
Sacramento around the age of five with his family.  His father 
became the principal of a local Sacramento high school and his 
mother was a social worker.  England’s love of Sacramento is a 
source of pride.  He attended McClatchy High School, 
Sacramento City College, and transferred to the University of the 
Pacific on a football scholarship, graduating in 1976 in pre-law 
and political science.  

If not for his mother, England may not have played football.  As a young boy, his father did not 
want him to play football, instead encouraging England to play a sport like tennis that he could play 
for a long time.  But England always wanted to play football and after begging his mom to let him 
play, his parents relented.  And thank goodness they did—England was a gifted player and loved the 
comradery of being on a team working together towards the same goal.  He remains close friends 
with his Pacific Tigers teammates, able to pick up where they left off even if they have not seen each 
other in a long time.  At University of the Pacific, England played offensive guard, which is where he 
earned All-State and All-American honors.  His skill on the field led to a tryout with the New York Jets, 
but after graduating from college, he chose to work as an Assistant Football Coach at California State 
University Fullerton, recruited by his former offensive line coach at Pacific. 

England entered college with plans to become a pre-med major, but laughed while explaining 
that organic chemistry taught him the error of his ways.  He became interested in the law after 
University of the Pacific Professor Wally Caldwell encouraged him.  “Professor Caldwell was the first 
person who told me I could become a lawyer and who believed in me,” shared Judge England. 

While he was coaching at CSU Fullerton, England followed Professor Caldwell’s advice and 
decided to apply to law school.  He had his LSAT scores sent to only one school— University of the 
Pacific McGeorge School of Law.  England explained, “It was the only law school I wanted to go to.  
There was something about it.  The small feel, the small student body.  I got to know my professors 
well and loved it.”  While he was awaiting the decision on his law school application, England was 
offered an assistant football coaching position at Sacramento State, eager to return to Sacramento.  
Later that same evening, England received his acceptance letter from McGeorge.   “It was an omen,”  
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Judge England shared.  He began law school at McGeorge that fall and coached at Sacramento 
State during the day while attending McGeorge at night. 

During law school, England clerked for two former Sacramento State football players, Gary 
Quattrin and Timothy Clemons.  His positive clerkship experience led him to join the law firm as a 
partner after graduating from McGeorge in 1983, forming the firm of Quattrin, Clemons & England, 
which Clemons mused “was probably one of the best partnerships in history.”  England practiced 
transactional law, including real estate, and some probate, which Clemons explained gave England “a 
lot of great experience in the commercial business world.” 

Clemons shared that England “was one of the smartest guys I know.  I knew he would do well 
as a judge because he could relate to people so well.  He could see things from different sides of 
life—from being a star athlete to other sides of life.  He had a broad range of how to deal with all 
different types of people.”  England “has the temperament of his mom—elegant, well-spoken, and 
everyone loved her.  He had every bit of her in him.”  Clemons laughed, “And I could tell Mo couldn’t 
slip anything past her.” 

To England’s former law partner Clemons, even more than England’s intelligence and 
success on the bench, one of his best qualities and most revealing of his character is how good a 
friend England is.  “Our friendship of 36 years has never, ever wavered.  Once you have a friendship 
with him, it’s yours to lose because Mo will never give up on a friendship,” Clemons explained. 

While England was practicing with Clemons and Quattrin, another one of their partners, David 
Johnson, gave England a one-page application for a Judge Pro Tem in the Sacramento County 
Juvenile Court.  Though he did not get the position the first time he applied, Sacramento Superior 
Court Judge James Long called England the next year and asked him to apply.  England then served 
as a Juvenile Court Referee and Judge Pro Tem from 1991-1996, where he drew on his experience 
in clinical psychology and work as a juvenile hall counselor.   

Through this position in Juvenile Court, England realized that he loved sitting on the bench.  
He developed his judicial philosophy based on fairness, hearing the parties equally, listening, and 
deciding quickly.  His gut check when on the bench is to ask himself, “Would I want to appear as an 
attorney in front of me as a judge?” 

England was then appointed to the Sacramento Municipal Court by Governor Pete Wilson in 
1996 and elevated in 1997 to the Sacramento Superior Court.  “I loved all my time in state court,” 
England stated.  From 1998-2002, Judge England also served as a member of the Judge Advocate 
General’s Corp for the United States Army Reserves, where he was a Major.   

England was nominated to the district court bench by President George W. Bush and 
confirmed in August 2002.  In 2005, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger submitted Judge England as a 
candidate for the California Supreme Court to fill a seat vacated by Justice Janice Rogers Brown.  
Judge England ultimately withdrew his name from consideration.  Judge England shared that it was 
an honor to be considered for the position with now California Supreme Court Justice Carol Corrigan 
and California Court of Appeal Justice Vance Raye, two judges he highly respects. 
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Comparing his state court experience to the federal bench, Judge England noted that every 

district court judge is independent and he appreciates being able to make decisions without any 
political pressure, stating “The framers were brilliant to provide lifetime tenure to federal judges.”  
England also enjoys presiding over complex, cutting-edge, and high profile cases as a district judge, 
including cases involving Lance Armstrong’s autobiography, California’s Proposition 8, a birther 
challenge to President Obama, and a new terrorism case in Sacramento.  Each district judge runs his 
or her own chambers and England noted that weeks can pass without seeing his colleagues, which 
can be more isolating than when England was on the state court bench. 

 
England ruefully noted that he missed his state court days of having one case at a time and 

having vacation.  With almost 1,000 cases per district judge in the Eastern District of California, 
almost double the national average of approximately 550 cases per district judge, Judge England and 
his colleagues regularly work nights and weekends without time off.  Though 75% of his cases are 
civil cases, the time constraints of federal criminal cases under the Speedy Trial Act require putting 
criminal cases first, creating an extensive backlog of civil cases.  Judge England explained, “What we 
need is more district judges.  Right now, we are losing senior judges.  We have fewer senior judges 
than before and our senior judges have reduced caseloads.”  Judge England and others, however, 
are not hopeful that the relief desperately needed is coming any time soon.  
 

England relies on his chambers team comprised of his judicial assistant, courtroom deputy, 
career and term law clerks, and judicial externs to help with both civil and criminal cases.  Scott 
Cameron, a senior associate at King & Spalding who clerked for Judge England in 2003-2004 during 
England’s second year on the district court bench, shared that England “was fantastic to work for.  He 
is very patient and a great teacher to help you learn how to analyze issues.  He is also very warm and 
we have maintained our friendship after my clerkship.”   
 

Other law clerks have echoed Cameron’s sentiments.  Michael Wood, an associate at Orrick, 
Herrington & Sutcliffe who clerked for Judge England in 2013-2014 said, “Judge England was an 
excellent boss.  He was very clear about his expectations.  And in the courtroom, he hears everyone 
out and is very fair.  He wants to get the answer right.” 
 

Judge England’s law clerks also praised the mentorship and guidance he provided them.  
Wood fondly shared, “Judge England was like a father figure for his clerks.  He even taught me how 
to tie a tie.”  Avalon Johnson Fitzgerald, an associate at Downey Brand who clerked for Judge 
England in 2012-2014, explained, “Judge England really cares about what happens to his clerks after 
they leave chambers.  He is a mentor to me and helped me transition from being a law student to 
becoming a lawyer.  He took an active role in convincing me to stay in Sacramento rather than move 
to the bay area.  He also helped me become more confident in how I present myself.”  Judge England 
also served as the officiator of Fitzgerald’s September 2014 marriage.  

 
England follows the advice he gives his law clerks to get involved in the community and bar.  

England’s commitment to public service is evident in how active he remains despite his busy docket 
and additional responsibilities as Chief Judge.  He helped found the Law and Public Policy Academy 
at his alma mater, McClatchy High School, which provides high school students with the opportunity 
to learn about the law while also developing their leadership skills.  He also served as a Regent of 
University of the Pacific, a term he recently completed, and has been active in the Child Abuse 
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Prevention Council of Sacramento and the Leukemia Society.  England is also active in the bar, 
previously serving on the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, as 
President and an Executive Board Member of the Anthony M. Kennedy American Inn of Court, and as 
Vice President of the California Judges Association.  He was also active in several judicial 
exchanges, participating in exchanges with the Republic of Georgia, Morocco, Pakistan, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Bosnia, and India. 

Not surprising given his hard work and 
community involvement, Judge England has been 
honored with many awards, including Judge of the 
Year from the American Board of Trial Advocates 
(2014), the Sacramento County Bar Association 
(2007), and the Capitol City Trial Lawyers 
Association (2006).  He was also awarded the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Peace and Justice Award 
from the University of the Pacific in 2013, and most 
recently, the Medallion of Excellence from the 
University of the Pacific Alumni Association, which was awarded in January 2016.  For his military 
service, England also earned the Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster, the Army 
Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster, and the Army Achievement Medal. 

Reflecting on his path to the bench, Judge England said, “I had every reason to think that I 
could not be a judge.  I gave no money to politicians.  I had no trial or litigation experience.  But I did 
it.”  He encouraged individuals to change their outlook about what they could or could not accomplish. 

Judge England also shared his advice for law students, emphasizing that they “learn to write, 
write, write.  You are always writing in the federal court system and it is the most important skill.”  He 
described the importance of a good brief in helping to clarify and focus the issues. 

The advice Judge England would give to attorneys appearing before him is to be 
straightforward and honest.  “Listen to the question I ask and answer the question I ask.  Sometimes, 
attorneys have an argument that they want to make and don’t listen to the questions I ask.”  If 
presented with a question that stumps you, England advised, “I would much rather an attorney say, ‘I 
don’t know.  I’ll get back to you.’”   

Judge England’s term as Chief Judge of the Eastern District of California ends on April 30, 
2016 when Judge Lawrence O’Neill will become the next Chief Judge.  Though he has enjoyed being 
Chief Judge, England is looking forward to having some much needed free time.  When asked what 
he planned to do with his free time, Judge England smiled and responded, “Nothing.  I am looking 
forward to doing nothing and taking a break.”  
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10 THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT 

United States Attorney Benjamin Wagner 
By: Chi Soo Kim 

1.  United States Attorney Benjamin Wagner was 
born in Manhattan and grew up in Brooklyn, 
New York.  He attended high school in Brooklyn, 
college at Dartmouth, and law school at New 
York University.  If it had not been for his 
talented and lovely wife, Hyla Wagner, a 
California native and General Counsel at the 
California Fair Political Practices Commission, 
Wagner may not have left the east coast.  After 
practicing for over five years at a large law firm 
in New York City, Wagner moved to Sacramento 
in 1992 to join the United States Attorney’s 
Office when his oldest son was only seven days 
old! 

2.  Wagner has lived overseas multiple times.  
When he was six to seven years old, Wagner 
lived in Ankara, Turkey, where his family moved 
for his father’s work with the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(“USAID”).  USAID was created by President 
Kennedy in 1961 to promote social and 
economic development internationally, and 
Wagner’s father was a Deputy USAID Director.  
In the mid-1970s, Wagner also lived in Beirut, 
Lebanon during a tumultuous time of civil war.  
During the summer between high school and 
college, he worked on United Nations research 
projects in the desert areas of Northern Kenya. 
Between college and law school, Wagner 
worked at a conservation institute with rural 
farmers in Zululand in South Africa.  This was in 
1982 during the height of apartheid.  Wagner 
was drawn to South Africa based on his interest 
in Nelson Mandela and African liberation 
movements.  From 2005 to 2006, Wagner was 
stationed in Jakarta, Indonesia as the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s Resident Legal Advisor.  

3.  Wagner’s first legal job was as a summer 
intern for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in 
New York City.  Wagner continued his 
commitment to civil rights in the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office as the Civil Rights and Hate Crimes 

Coordinator.  Wagner prosecuted the arsons in 
the well-known Williams Brothers case with 
Steve Lapham (who is now a Sacramento 
Superior Court Judge).  The Williams Brothers 
were two white supremacists who murdered a 
gay couple in Shasta County and committed 
arson attacks on three Sacramento synagogues 
and a reproductive health services clinic in 1999.  
Wagner also prosecuted two cross-burning 
cases and three white supremacists who beat a 
mixed race couple at a Yuba County gas station. 

4.    Wagner was on the fencing and crew teams 
at Dartmouth.  Yes, you read that correctly, 
fencing.  While you may not be surprised to 
learn that Dartmouth has a fencing team, 
Wagner actually started fencing when he was in 
middle school in Beirut and continued fencing at 
his high school in Brooklyn.   

5.  Wagner ran the New York City marathon in 
1984.  He began running during his year in 
South Africa where the races were not 
segregated, and Wagner discovered that it was 
one of the few ways he could interact with 
nonwhite South Africans.  He ran the Richmond 
and Durban marathons in South Africa. 

6.   Wagner has three children.  His oldest son is 
going to be a rocket scientist (really) and is 
currently working on his masters in aerospace 
engineering.  His daughter is attending a liberal 
arts college in Ohio, and his youngest son is in 
high school in Sacramento. 

 

 

 

 

United States Attorney Benjamin Wagner was appointed by President Barack 
Obama on November 6, 2009 as the United States Attorney for the  

Eastern District of California. 
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 8.   Wagner and his family have two California 
desert tortoises, inherited from Wagner’s in-
laws.  The tortoises, named Opal and 
Timothy, are currently hibernating in Wagner’s 
garage. 

9.  Wagner has held almost every position in 
the criminal division of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office.  He began in the Narcotics and Violent 
Crime Unit before moving to the White Collar 
Crime Unit.  He served as the Chief of the 
Special Prosecutions Unit from 2000 to 2009.  
During his time as an Assistant U.S. Attorney, 
Wagner also served as the Civil Rights and 
Hate Crimes Coordinator, the Anti-Terrorism 
Coordinator, the Violence Against Women Act 
Coordinator, and the Child Support 
Coordinator.     

10.  One of Wagner’s favorite parts of being 
the U.S. Attorney is his work with different 
communities and the friendships he has made 
within the Department of Justice.  Though he 
can’t predict what is in store next, Wagner is 
looking forward to the next challenge.  

7.  In 2004, Wagner climbed Mount Kilimanjaro, 
which rises 19,341 feet above sea level to be the 
highest mountain in Africa and the highest free 
standing mountain in the world.  He is pictured 
below at the top of Uhuru Peak, where he made 
an entry in the book stored in a wooden box 
reserved for climbers who summit Kilimanjaro’s 
highest peak. 
 

 
 

Wagner pictured right center in gray and yellow jacket 
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Anna Pifer-Foote is a third year law 
student at U.C. Davis School of Law.  
She is interested in healthcare law and 
hopes to work in government. 

 

 
 

Law school organizations and community bar associations offer many 
opportunities for law students to strengthen their resumes and expand their 
networks prior to entering the job market.  Finding it difficult to choose 
between activities, many law students end up overcommitting themselves 
with the hope of graduating with a competitive resume.  To help offer 
guidance for law students looking to get involved, major employers in the 
Sacramento area offer insight into the types of activities that will help 
candidates stand out from the competition.    
  

Excellent writing skills are essential for the practice of law, 
and employers agree that participating in activities like law review 
or a journal show that a candidate has experience in detailed writing and editing.  However, candidates with 
only academic writing experience may be at a disadvantage when looking for a job.  Linda Allison,  First 
Assistant Federal  Defender, explains that when a candidate has law review experience coupled with 
clerkship experience, it is not always clear that he or she has writing experience that is relevant to being a 
federal defender.  Ms. Allison highlights the importance of gaining job-related writing skills through 
internships, clinical experience, and post-bar jobs.  

 It is particularly important for future litigators to choose extracurricular activities that build courtroom 
skills.  Phil Ferrari, the Executive Assistant United States Attorney, explains that moot court or mock trial 
experience demonstrates that a candidate enjoys getting up and speaking in court.  Adriana Cervantes, an 
associate at Porter Scott, notes that even if legal research and writing is a candidate’s major strength, 
showing some experience in oral advocacy can be important.  A candidate must be comfortable asking 
questions to a judge or approaching a partner in a firm and taking steps to learn effective speaking skills.   

 Non-legal extracurricular activities and experience may also catch the attention of employers.  
Judge Michael McManus, a bankruptcy judge in the Eastern District of California, values when clerkship 
candidates have non-legal work experience prior to law school.  Business experience, for instance, can give 
candidates useful insight.  Even if a candidate did not work before law school, highlighting non-legal 
interests on a resume may help form a connection with an employer.  Cassandra Ferrannini, the hiring 
partner at Downey Brand, explains that interests and hobbies like sports can give candidates something to 
talk about during interviews.  Ms. Ferrannini explains that getting a sense of a candidate’s personality is 
important in deciding whether the candidate is the kind of person the firm will enjoy working long hours with 
to meet deadlines.  

 Employers strongly recommend that law students take advantage of bar association events to start 
meeting members of the legal community.  Kelly Lincoln, the hiring shareholder at Boutin Jones, suggests 
that students attending events make small goals, like starting a conversation with one new person.  
Volunteer / pro bono work is another great way to meet members of the community and stand out to 
potential employers, particularly if a candidate is interested in pursuing public interest law or working in the 
government.  

 Involvement in student organizations that build practical skills help recent graduates stand out to 
potential employers.  However, students can also shine through non-legal work and a commitment to 
serving the community.  Candidates should aim to balance participation in skill building organizations and 
interest driven or non-legal work.  Showing variety on a resume will help display both competence and 
personality.  This balance may interest employers in meeting a candidate through an interview.  

Law Student Perspective:  Career Advice from Employers   
By:  Anna Pifer-Foote 

 



 FBA Sacramento News and Notes 11 

  

 
 

 

Cynthia Larsen served as President of the Sacramento Chapter of 
the Federal Bar Association for 1998.  At the time, Ms. Larsen was the 
managing partner of Orrick’s Sacramento office.  Smoking had just been 
banned in California restaurants and bars, American embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania were bombed, the House of Representatives voted to 
impeach President Clinton, and two Stanford Ph.D. candidates founded a 
company called Google.  Meanwhile, the Sacramento federal bar hailed the 
completion of a new courthouse at 501 “I” Street and mourned the passing 
of Judge Phil Wilkins. 

Nearly twenty years later, several aspects of her term as president 
stand out in Ms. Larsen’s mind.  The executive committee spent much of 
the year preparing to host the 1999 National Convention here in Sacramento, which was a terrific 
success.  In addition, Ms. Larsen resolved to revive and expand the federal bar newsletter.  During 
1998, bimonthly issues featured commentary on amendments to the Federal and Local Rules, updates 
on the upcoming National Convention, and federal legal issues relating to the ongoing investigation of 
President Clinton, which Ms. Larsen recalls gripped the nation’s attention in a way not seen since.  “As 
it turned out, we were able to use the country’s obsession with the Clinton investigation to our 
advantage in reviving the federal bar newsletter because we worked federal practice issues into articles 
everyone wanted to read on the role of the special prosecutor and the grand jury.”  She also points out 
that many of the members of the executive committee in 1998 have become pillars of the Sacramento 
bench and bar. 

Looking back, Ms. Larsen says she would not change a thing about her legal career.  She 
started out at the U.S. Department of Justice trying civil cases around the country before moving to 
Sacramento in 1985 and joining Orrick, where she currently focuses on governmental litigation of all 
varieties.  Ms. Larsen has served for many years as a board member of the Sacramento Theater 
Company, recently completed two terms as chair of the Appellate Law Commission of the California 
State Bar, and generally has a couple of pro bono cases in the works.  Despite the pressures of a 
career in litigation at a large firm, her six children aver they have never seen her lose her temper, fail to 
answer their phone calls, or use the word “busy.”   

Reflecting on her practice, Ms. Larsen says, “I am frequently asked whether I would choose law 
as a career if I were just starting out, and the answer is ‘Absolutely.’  The practice of law is always 
evolving; there is constantly a new element in what we do.  One example is the relatively new field of 
data privacy which has grown up around some of my core practice areas.  And while we once needed 
only to think about a particular jurisdiction, now clients often have matters that span international 
boundaries.  Like always, this is an exciting time to be practicing law.”    

 
 

FBA Past President Profile: 
Cynthia Larsen 

By:  Alexander Nowinski 

 If you would like to write an article, place a member announcement, or submit photographs, please email  
Newsletter Editor Chi Soo Kim at Chi.Soo.Kim@usdoj.gov.   

Each author’s commentary in FBA Sacramento News & Notes reflects his or her individual opinion only and not 
that of his or her employer, organization with which he or she is affiliated, the Federal Bar Association, or the 

Federal Bar Association – Sacramento Chapter, unless otherwise indicated. 
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   the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.”  You are 

invited to come learn from our esteemed panel of 
judges from the Northern and Eastern Districts of 
California and local federal practitioners, who will 
share their experiences and insights into the 
latest amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure.  On the heels of this event, in May, 
we’ll begin our membership networking 
opportunities with our first of at least two 
membership mixers.  Then, our CLE Series picks 
up again in August, with the FBA’s 26th Annual 
Supreme Court Year-in-Review.   
 Our CLE Series will continue in the fall.  
We have tentatively scheduled for late 
September a CLE focused on offering “best 
practice” tips on the issue of litigating injunctions 
in federal court.  We anticipate that this 
presentation will be followed by a second mixer 
in October.  Come later in the fall, we plan to 
once again help honor our District’s pro bono 
legal community during the Eastern District 
Court’s annual Night to Honor Service.  As 
always, we look forward to thanking our District’s 
pro bono legal community that volunteers 
countless hours to help those in need of high-
quality legal representation and alternative 
dispute resolution services.       
 Finally, 2016 will wind down in early 
October with the California Eastern District 
Conference.  Last year’s was a brilliant 
Conference, and FBA Sacramento thoroughly 
enjoyed working with SJ-FBA on a festive 
Conference reception.  Please be on the lookout 
for our invitation to this year’s Conference, 
expected to be held at the Tenaya Lodge, 
Yosemite.   
 Your 2016 FBA Sacramento Board is 
committed as ever to offering more to its 
membership.  To do that, we will continue to 
combine efforts with our community’s other 
distinguished legal and civic associations.  We 
also plan to fortify our Chapter’s future by 
growing and involving our local student 
membership.  In the last several months, your 
FBA Board has become even more collaborative 
with the Sacramento Valley Bankruptcy Forum 
(SVBF), and we anticipate that our noted Spring 
Mixer will be a joint social event with the SVBF.  
On March 8, we participated in the much 
anticipated Open Doors mock trial program – an 
impressive collaboration of educators, judges 
and attorneys that introduced approximately 775 

From the President’s Desk – continued from page 1 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

local students to the federal court, the Kennedy 
Learning Center and the practice of law.  On 
May 12, we will proudly support once again 
Operation Protect and Defend’s Law Day 
Dinner.  Please come join us in supporting this 
inspiring legal outreach program designed to 
encourage local youth participation in civic 
activity and the evolution of law.  And throughout 
the year we plan to incorporate into our Chapter 
more “lawyers of tomorrow” by expanding our 
social media presence and Student Membership 
from U.C. Davis and McGeorge Schools of Law.    

So here’s to a collaborative, eventful and 
busy 2016.  As always, thank you to our 
judiciary, membership, associate Chapters, 
Boards and local associations for all of their 
support.  We value everyone’s involvement in 
the FBA.  Although we strive to improve our 
service to the community each year, we are 
most improved by your engagement and input.  
Please feel free to contact me via email 
(thomas.woods@stoel.com) with any questions, 
concerns or feedback with respect to any of FBA 
Sacramento’s activities, or even join us at any of 
our Board meetings in 2016.  Enjoy your 
membership and 2016.  The Federal Bar 
Association, Sacramento Chapter has enjoyed 
an active and successful year so far.   

 

The above is a paid-for advertisement and is not a 
recommendation or endorsement by the Federal Bar Association, 

or the Federal Bar Association – Sacramento Chapter. 

mailto:thomas.woods@stoel.com
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The investiture of Judge Dale Drozd took place on February 18, 2016 at the Robert E. Coyle 
United States Courthouse in Fresno.  Chief Judge Morrison England Jr. delivered the opening remarks, 
followed by speeches from Judge William Shubb, CalPERS General Counsel Matthew Jacobs, 
Professor Laurie Levenson of Loyola Law School, and Judge Kimberly Mueller.  Senior Judge Anthony 
Ishii administered the oath of office.  After his enrobing, Judge Drozd delivered an emotional speech, 
which touched upon his fond memories as a law clerk and mentee of Judge Lawrence Karlton.  The 
ceremony was followed by a reception sponsored and coordinated by the San Joaquin Chapter of the 
Federal Bar Association.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Judge Ishii administering the oath of office to Judge Drozd 

  

After graduating from the UCLA School of Law in 1980, Judge Drozd served as a law clerk for 
two years before spending fifteen years in private practice.  Prior to his appointment as a United States 
District Judge, Judge Drozd served as a Magistrate Judge in Sacramento since 1997.  In 2010, Judge 
Drozd was appointed Chief Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District.  On November 12, 2014, Judge 
Drozd was nominated by President Obama to serve as a United States District Judge to fill the seat 
vacated when Judge Ishii took senior status in 2012.  Judge Drozd was confirmed by the United States 
Senate on October 5, 2015, and received his judicial commission on November 2, 2015. 

Congratulations, Judge Drozd! 

Judge Dale Drozd Investiture 
By:  Landon Bailey 
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Judge Drozd Investiture 
(continued) 
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Judge Drozd Investiture 
(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 FBA Sacramento News and Notes 16 

2016 Open Doors to Federal Courts 
On March 8, thirteen local high schools with approximately 775 students participated in Open Doors to Federal Courts.  

Judges, court staff, and members of the federal bar presented a mock trial in which students served as witnesses, 
lawyers, and the jury.  The FBA also sponsored a small reception for the students in the Justice Anthony M. Kennedy 

Library and Learning Center.  A special thanks to the Open Doors Committee and all volunteers. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 

  

            
 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

McClatchy Teacher Ellen Wong with  
Chief Judge England 

Career Speaker Rachelle Mroczka (U.S. Marshal Service) 
with students 

 

Judge Mueller speaking to Natomas Charter students  
 

Kurt Didier and Doug Beevers with students from 
El Dorado and Vacaville Christian High Schools 

McGregor Scott with students from JFK Michele Beckwith with students from Grant Union 

Open Doors Committee 
Hon. Kimberly J. Mueller 

Carol Chavez 
Chi Soo Kim 

Kim Fong-Hom 
Taifa Gaskins 

Shannon Morehouse 

Anthony Andrews 
David Harshaw 

Rachelle Mroczka 

Landon Bailey 
Kari C. Kelso 
Brett Williams 
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2015 Night to Honor Service 
The FBA held its annual Night to Honor Service to recognize the service of those attorneys who have served the 

Eastern District's Pro Bono Panel, Voluntary Dispute Resolution Program (VDRP) Panel, and Bankruptcy Pro Se Help 
Desk, as well as honorees from the U.S. Attorney’s Office and Office of the Federal Defender. The Keynote Speaker, 

Jeff Gottlieb, shared the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for uncovering widespread public corruption in the  
Southern California City of Bell. 

  

Pro Bono Panel Honorees 

Chief Judge England presenting the Joe Ramsey Award to James Houpt 
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2015 Night to Honor Service 
(continued) 
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Your 2016 FBA Sacramento Officers 
 President  

Thomas A. Woods 
Stoel Rives LLP 
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1600 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

 Judiciary Liaison 
Hon. William B. Shubb 
Senior U.S. District Court Judge 
501 I Street, Suite 14-210 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 Vice President 
Avalon Johnson Fitzgerald 
Downey Brand LLP 
621 Capitol Mall, 18th Floor 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

 Secretary 
Megan C. Sammut 
DLA Piper LLP 
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2400 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

 Treasurer 
Cameron L. Desmond 
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 3000 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

 Programs Co-Chair 
Steve M. Duvernay  
Benbrook Law Group, PC 
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1610 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 Programs Co-Chair 
Julie Yap  
Seyfarth Shaw LLP  
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2350 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

 Membership Co-Chair 
Jason E. Rios 
Felderstein Fitzgerald Willoughby & 
Pascuzzi LLP 
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1750 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 

 Membership Co-Chair 
Michele Beckwith 
U.S. Attorney’s Office 
501 I Street, Suite 10-100 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 Bankruptcy Liaison 
Kristen Koo 
Jan P. Johnson, Chapter 13 Trustee  
2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, Suite 340 
Sacramento, California 95833 

 
 Past-President 

Landon D. Bailey 
Hanson Bridgett LLP 
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 

 Government Affairs Liaison 
Dan Croxall 
Croxall Law 
1201 K Street, Suite 740 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Newsletter Editor 
Chi Soo Kim, Assistant United States Attorney 

 
Criminal Representative 

Shelley Weger, Assistant United States Attorney 
 

Programs Committee 
Tonie Darling, Office of the U.S. Trustee Breann M. Moebius, Law Clerk 

Linda Deos, Deos Law, PC 
Lori Gualco, Gualco Law 

Jessica James, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 

Pam Stone, Kennaday, Leavitt & Daponde PC 
Geoffrey Westbrook, Seyfarth Shaw LLP 

Wim van Rooyen, Law Clerk 
Jon Miles, Stoel Rives LLP  

 
Student Division Liaison  

Jake Weaver, Downey Brand LLP 
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Remember to Update Your Email Address with FBA 
The FBA Sacramento communicates with its members primarily through email.  If you have not been 

receiving emails from the FBA, check your spam filter and send an email to FBA Sacramento Membership Co-
Chairs Michele Beckwith at Michele.Beckwith@usdoj.gov or Jason Rios at jrios@ffwplaw.com.  Additionally, if 
you have recently changed your address, phone number, or other contact information, please let us know so 
that we can update our records.  
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	1.  United States Attorney Benjamin Wagner was born in Manhattan and grew up in Brooklyn, New York.  He attended high school in Brooklyn, college at Dartmouth, and law school at New York University.  If it had not been for his talented and lovely wife...
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	5.  Wagner ran the New York City marathon in 1984.  He began running during his year in South Africa where the races were not segregated, and Wagner discovered that it was one of the few ways he could interact with nonwhite South Africans.  He ran the...
	6.   Wagner has three children.  His oldest son is going to be a rocket scientist (really) and is currently working on his masters in aerospace engineering.  His daughter is attending a liberal arts college in Ohio, and his youngest son is in high sch...
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	8.   Wagner and his family have two California desert tortoises, inherited from Wagner’s in-laws.  The tortoises, named Opal and Timothy, are currently hibernating in Wagner’s garage.
	9.  Wagner has held almost every position in the criminal division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office.  He began in the Narcotics and Violent Crime Unit before moving to the White Collar Crime Unit.  He served as the Chief of the Special Prosecutions Unit ...
	10.  One of Wagner’s favorite parts of being the U.S. Attorney is his work with different communities and the friendships he has made within the Department of Justice.  Though he can’t predict what is in store next, Wagner is looking forward to the ne...
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