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The annual Eastern District Conference was a resounding
success. Hundreds of local practitioners and judges gathered
for an informative, educational, and enjoyable weekend in the
beautiful Sierra Nevada Mountains. Enjoy more photographs
from the event on page 14 of this issue.
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I am tremendously grateful for the opportunity
to serve as your President of the Federal Bar
Association, Sacramento Chapter for the 2015 year.
We have another ambitious schedule of events
planned for the coming year that we hope will provide
enriching experiences and great opportunities for us to
come together as a community.
We kicked off the year with our "Honing Your
Civil Trial Skills" program, a fantastic all-day training
event focusing on litigating civil rights cases,
presented in conjunction with the UC Davis School of
Law and the Pacific McGeorge School of Law. Nearly
one hundred attorneys from around the region – most
of them Federal Bar Association members – came to
sharpen their advocacy skills and learn more about
civil rights litigation.
Building on the momentum from that program,
the Federal Bar Association will host several more
events for our members and the local legal community
throughout the course of this year. Multiple CLE
luncheons are already in the works. Our Spring Mixer
is tentatively scheduled for May. Late this summer, at
our annual Supreme Court Year in Review, leading
legal scholars will provide an overview of the previous
year's most important Supreme Court decisions.
Continued on page 10 – Comments from the President
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Seersucker Thursday
Last summer, members of the Federal Bar Association gathered for Sacramento’s Third Annual Seersucker
Thursday. The event follows a prior tradition originally initiated in the Senate. Judge Shubb and Judge Mueller
decided to bring this tradition back to life by getting together for ice cream and fellowship – and most importantly,
wonderful pictures with many FBA members.
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Federal Practice to the State Bench
By Michele Beckwith
The last six years have marked a notable
trend in Sacramento judicial appointments: former
Assistant United States Attorneys and U.S. Attorneys
making the leap from federal practice to the state
bench. By all accounts, this is a relatively recent
phenomenon. With the exception of the Hon. Fred K.
Morrison (Retired) – a former AUSA who was
appointed to the superior court in 1985 and later
served as a Justice on the Third District Court of
Appeals – no Sacramento AUSAs were appointed to
the Superior Court until 2008.
The Honorable Robert M. Twiss broke that
trend when Governor Schwarzenegger appointed him
to the Sacramento Superior Court in November 2008.
Prior to his appointment, Twiss held numerous
positions in the Sacramento U.S. Attorney’s Office,
including Acting U.S. Attorney, First Assistant U.S.
Attorney, and Chief of the Drug and Violent Crimes
Unit.

Judge Robert Twiss

Following swiftly on Twiss’s heels were former
Sacramento AUSAs Kenneth J. Melikian and Geoffrey
Goodman, both of whom Governor Schwarzenegger
appointed to the bench in March of 2009. (Melikian
serves on the El Dorado Superior Court and Goodman
serves on the Sacramento Superior Court.) Prior to
their appointments, Melikian served as an AUSA for
eighteen years, and Goodman served as an AUSA for
six years before leaving for the private sector in 1998.

2009, followed by a stint as Executive Assistant. Later
that same year, the governor appointed former U.S.
Attorney Paul Seave and former AUSA James
Arguellas to the Superior Court in Sacramento.

Judge Lawrence Brown

More recently, Governor Jerry Brown
appointed veteran prosecutors Laurel D. White and
Steven Lapham to the Sacramento Superior Court.
White, who was appointed in 2012, made her mark at
the U.S. Attorney’s Office prosecuting hundreds of
child exploitation and human trafficking offenses, in
addition to other crimes. She eventually went on to a
high-level management position, serving as Executive
U.S. Attorney prior to her judicial appointment.
Lapham, during his almost thirty-year tenure as an
AUSA, prosecuted a variety of high-profile cases,
including notorious defendant, Ted Kaczynski, aka the
Unabomber.
Lapham supervised the Special
Prosecutions Unit prior to his elevation to the bench,
where he currently presides over juvenile delinquency
cases.

Governor Schwarzenegger appointed three
more former federal prosecutors in 2010, starting with
former Acting U.S. Attorney Lawrence G. Brown, who
served as First Assistant U.S. Attorney from 2003 to

Judge Laurel White

Continued on page 9 – Federal Practice to the State Bench
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10 THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT
Retired District Judge Karlton
By United States Magistrate Judge Claire, Eastern District of California
Judge Karlton was appointed as district judge in the Eastern District of California in 1979 and served his last day
in office on October 1, 2014. Even after his thirty-five years serving our district, there may still be
ten things you did not know about him.
1. Judge Karlton grew up in Brooklyn, New York, and
came to Sacramento as a young man thanks to the
U.S. Army. He was drafted during peacetime, fresh
out of Columbia Law School, and the Army in its
infinite wisdom decided that he should be taught to
drive trucks with double-clutch transmissions. As the
story goes, the commanding officer watched young
Larry at work and exclaimed, “Karlton, you’re the
worst driver I’ve ever seen. Can you do anything
else?” Well, come to think of it, there was that law
degree. . . . After two years of active duty, Judge
Karlton became a civilian legal officer at the
Sacramento Army Depot. He liked the area well
enough to open a private practice here in 1962. The
rest is history.
2. For twelve years (1964-1976), Judge Karlton was
the law partner of (now) Justice Coleman Blease of
the California Court of Appeal for the Third District.
Both men were appointed to the state bench by Gov.
Jerry Brown during his first governorship. Judge
Karlton was appointed to the Sacramento Superior
Court in 1976, and Justice Blease to the Court of
Appeal in 1979. They remain good friends.
3. President Carter nominated Judge Karlton to the
district court on June 5, 1979. He was confirmed by
the Senate on July 23, 1979, and received his
commission the next day. That’s about seven weeks
from nomination to judicial oath. Unthinkable in
today’s political climate.
4. Although he is best known for his important (and
often controversial) rulings on significant matters of
public concern – water rights, prison conditions, the
Pledge of Allegiance – Judge Karlton has also
decided less widely publicized cases of undeniable
interest. For example, he rejected a patent
infringement claim involving a toilet bowl design
characterized by “encircling beads, a stepped-down
pedestal, a protruding Adam’s Apple, and . . . a
vertical ‘throat’ column.” McIntire v. Sunrise Specialty
Co., 944 F.Supp. 2d 933 (E.D. Cal. 2013). Hard not

to suspect that this opinion was designated for
publication just because it’s amusing to write in the
Federal Supplement about a toilet’s Adam’s Apple.
Not to mention the delightful heading, “The Accused
Toilet Bowl.” Really.
5.
In years past, Judge Karlton enjoyed both
horseback riding and waterskiing. His chambers
décor reflects the cowboy sensibility, as does his
collection of Stetson hats. On the river he primarily
served as captain of the motorboat while others
skied, but reliable sources report that he did on
occasion ski himself. He was unable, however, to
successfully teach one former law clerk and current
magistrate judge (who shall remain nameless but is
not the author of this article) how to get up on water
skis.
6. Judge Karlton is a big Harry Potter fan. He has
enjoyed both the books and the movies about the
wizarding world. The Sorting Hat would probably put
LKK in Ravenclaw or Gryffindor – too close to call.
Any resemblance to Dumbledore is entirely
coincidental. Besides, Dumbledore had longer hair
and a fancier robe. And a gavel is not a magic wand,
as LKK would surely be the first to tell you.
7. He is a big softie. OK, you already knew that. For
all the gruffness and his famous impatience with
lawyers, Judge Karlton is equally well known for
choking up -- at naturalization ceremonies, where he
used to recount his own family’s immigrant history; at
criminal sentencing hearings, where the waste of
human potential is often heartbreakingly apparent;
during post-trial conversations with juries, when
talking about the constitutional values underlying our
jury system; and in conversations describing his
position as a district judge as “the best job any lawyer
could ever have.”
8. At the end of every jury trial, Judge Karlton would
invite the jurors back to his chambers. These words
from a 2008 transcript are typical. 

Continued on page 5 – 10 Things You May Not Know
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10 ThingsYou May Not Know – continued from page 4

“I start the proceedings by telling you this is your
United States District Court, then I behave as if it is
mine. But it isn’t, it is yours. And I’ve always
thought it was odd that if it is yours, you never get
a chance to see the chambers that I occupy on
your behalf. So since I’ve been a judge, and you
can tell from the color of my beard it’s been a
while, I have invited jurors back into chambers.”
In Judge Karlton’s chambers, jurors were invited to
ask him about anything except the case they had
just tried. The ensuing conversations about the
Constitution and the function of the judicial branch
made jury service a particularly meaningful
experience for the jurors – and reflected Judge
Karlton’s abiding respect for the common sense of
regular folks.
9. During the course of his career in the Eastern
District, Judge Karlton has had 41 law clerks. All
have gone on to careers of service, whether in the
public sector, at public interest organizations, at

law schools, or in private practice characterized by
pro bono work and community engagement. Judge
Karlton’s former law clerks and other staff are so
devoted to him (and like each other so much) that
they have traditionally gathered every May to
celebrate his birthday. Last May members of the
“LKK Family” came from as far away as Wisconsin
and Massachusetts to wish the judge a happy 79th!
10. Judge Judge Karlton’s wife Sue, formerly a
Sacramento County public defender, is also recently
retired. The Karltons look forward to travelling and
to spending more time with their daughter, who has
a degree in sports administration from the U of
Oregon and works for a minor league baseball team
in Memphis. Past staffers remember that when
Judge Karlton first became the stepparent of a small
child, he charmingly called her “the baby” -- which
went on until she was just about an adult. We trust
that she has forgiven him.

The above is a paid-for advertisement and is not a recommendation or endorsement by the Federal Bar Association,
or the Federal Bar Association – Sacramento Chapter.
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Student Divisions
FBA Sacramento is pleased to announce the newly created McGeorge and King Hall Student Divisions.

McGeorge Student Division:

King Hall Student Division:

Student Board: Devina Douglas, Alex Smith, Karly McCrory,

Student Board: Raina Shah, Greg Agron,

Jacquelyn Loyd, and Dan Griffin

and Anne Rothschild

The brand new student chapter of the FBA at
McGeorge School of Law had a fantastic first year.
We held three exciting panels last fall. Two panels
focused on criminal law, one prosecution and one
defense, and featured AUSAs as well as Federal
Defenders. The third panel focused entirely on
federal practice and included attorneys from different
areas of civil practice including securities,
environmental, and employment law.

In September 2014, the Federal Bar
Association - King Hall Student Division obtained its
official recognition as a student organization both at
King Hall and on the UC Davis campus. Following
our official recognition, we immediately began
recruiting student members at King Hall’s Fall
Student Clubs Fair.

Our first annual “Clerkship Week” this past
February was a resounding success. The first event
was “A Day in the Life of a Clerk,” which was a panel
discussion featuring current and former federal and
state clerks. Our second event was “The View from
Inside Chambers,” and featured Chief U.S. District
Judge Morrison C. England, Jr. and his long-time
clerk. Our final event was “The Nuts and Bolts of
Getting a Clerkship,” at which Molly Stafford of the
McGeorge Career Development Office walked
students through the application process.
All of this year’s events were highly attended
and well-received. Our goals for the coming year are
to repeat this year’s successes, continue to grow our
student membership, and encourage students to
attend off-campus FBA events. We want to thank the
Sacramento Chapter for kindly including us in board
meetings and mentoring us as we get our student
organization off the ground.

In November 2014, we hosted a career
panel discussion about working in federal practice.
The panel featured four practitioners, including a
Federal Public Defender, an Assistant U.S. Trustee,
an Assistant U.S. Attorney, and a former law clerk
for the Eastern District of California. We had a great
student turnout and were able to reach out to many
students interested in joining our organization. We
were also able to promote the Unabomber Panel
Discussion event to King Hall students, some of
whom attended the event.
As our organization grows, we keep in
contact with interested students by utilizing an email
list-serve. In addition, we encourage students to
sign up for membership with the Sacramento
Chapter by promoting the Chapter’s member-only
events. In the future, we hope to host another event
focusing on the Federal Courts. We envision having
a panel discussion regarding judicial clerkships or a
panel of federal judges discussing the criminal
justice system. 
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Around the Courthouse – The Art Collection
By: Tonie Darling*

As you enter the Robert Matsui Federal
Courthouse, you cross a broad plaza with witty
inscriptions on the pavers and small bronze cartoon
figures sprinkled about. Inside, you may sit on the
extremely uncomfortable marble chairs in the middle of
the rotunda and see the rainbow reflections from the
mobile suspended from the sky. But few people are
aware that these are but a small part of an amazing
collection of public art found on almost every floor in
the building.
The art collection, which originally cost
$842,400, was acquired under the Art-in-Architecture
program of the General Services Administration. This
program provides that one-half of 1 percent of the
construction cost of a Federal building can be spent on
art for the site. President Kennedy’s Ad Hoc
Committee for Federal Architecture of 1963 first
recommended that “where appropriate, fine art should
be incorporated in the designs of federal buildings with
emphasis on the work of living American artists.”
Although public art is not required to be installed, the
architect for all new federal buildings is required to
consider the use of artworks as part of the overall
architectural design service. The Art in Architecture
Program commissions American artists to create
“publicly scaled and permanently installed” artworks for
federal buildings nationwide. When the Matsui
Courthouse was being designed it was decided that
public art would enhance the building, therefore a
request for bids was issued, asking artists to propose
art pieces to be installed in the courthouse.

There are thirteen installations in the
courthouse, ranging from traditional oil paintings and
sculpture to the more unusual art pieces such as the
mobile, constructed pieces and the etched pavers.
There are individual pieces on 10 floors, as well as one
in the rotunda and two in the plaza. Starting from the
top, on the 16TH floor is a sculptured bench called
“Passage # 3”, by artist Steve Gillman of Oakland. It is
a marble & neon sculpture in the form of a bench with
a crack down the center, out of which comes the cool
glow of neon. The artist seems to like light as a
subject, as a more recent piece of his consists of two
tall mirrors, which he installed at the Kaiser Vallejo
facility in 2010.
On the 15TH floor is a massive rusted steel
sculpture that looks like it ought to be in a garden
rather than a hallway. It’s called “Beam Ends”, and
was created by CG Sirponds of Palo Alto. There are
three pieces, which reflect the 3 judge teams used in
some pacific rim cultures’ judicial systems. You will find
our local relationship to pacific rim cultures to be a
common theme in many of the pieces in the
courthouse. The 3 strong, upright and independent
characters are meant to reflect the unity of three. The
pieces are made from I beams and are called “Turner”,
“Pointed Out” and “Follow up”. (See if you can figure
out which is which). Sirponds started his career as a
comic book artist, but later earned a degree in
sculpture.
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Continued on page 12 – The Art Collection

January FBA Election Mixer in Judge Callahan’s Chambers
In January, FBA members gathered in Judge Callahan’s Chambers for cocktails, hors d’ouvres,
and to Honor Past Presidents.

Carolee Kilduff, Judge Callahan, Landon Bailey,
and Megan Sammut
FBA Past Presidents:
Alex Medina, Candice Fields, Matthew Powell, Ken
Mennemeier, Meghan Baker, Matthew Jacobs,
Bre Moebius, Bill Warne,and Tonie Darling

Bre Moebius and Landon Bailey
Ali Heifetz, Cameron Desmond, and Alex Medina

Past FBA Sacramento Presidents
Jim Bordenkircher
Judge William Shubb
James Hagedorn
John Gisla
Robert Miller
Norman Hile
Stuart Somach
Ken Mennemeier

Judge John Mendez
Martha Lofgren
Janis Purtee
Judge Thadd Blizzard
Judge Alan Perkins
Linda Selig
Lisa Ditora
Cynthia Larsen

Dan Carroll
Bill Warne
Matthew Powell
Matthew Jacobs
Robin Taylor
Tory Griffin
Kris Burks
Michael Mills
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Candice Fields
Antonia Darling
Jean Hobler
Stephen Lau
Melissa Jones
Alex Medina
Meghan Baker
Bre Moebius

Federal Practice to the State Bench – continued from page 3

In addition to these appointments, Justice
Elena Duarte of the Third District Court of Appeals
previously served in the Sacramento U.S. Attorney’s
Office. In 2000, she transferred to the Central
District of California, and later became a judge of the
Los Angeles County Superior Court in 2007. She
was subsequently appointed to the Sacramento
Superior
Court,
and
in
2010
Governor
Schwarzenegger appointed her to the Court of
Appeals.
Of the judges interviewed for this article,
most admitted to a steep learning curve in making
the transition from federal practice to judging in state
court. Several judges likened it to learning a new
language, noting that most lawyers in state court
speak a jargon consisting of code provisions and
abbreviated case names. Judge Seave described
the lingo as “acronyms and numbers,” noting that it
was both interesting and challenging to learn.
Seave, who presides over juvenile dependency
proceedings, remarked that this particular area of
law has its own jargon, opining that even seasoned
state criminal practitioners would have a learning
curve in dependency court.

Judge Paul Seave

Judge Lapham also presides over cases that
have no direct analogue in the federal system.
Lapham serves as a judge in the juvenile
delinquency division, where he explained that the
focus is on restorative justice. The goal is to protect
and give guidance to the children charged with
delinquency, while also protecting the community.
Twiss, who currently presides over criminal
trials, also served in the juvenile delinquency division
for the first three years during his judicial tenure. He
echoed Seave’s remarks about learning a new lingo,

noting that people “talk in code,” referring to various
motions by abbreviated case names. Twiss also
pointed out some notable differences between state
and federal criminal procedure and evidence. For
example, he explained that the California voters
passed Proposition 8, which requires that all relevant
evidence be admitted in criminal proceedings,
preserving only statutory rules relating to privilege
and hearsay.
Despite some of the differences in the “lingo”
and rules, the Sacramento Superior Court and the
Eastern District of California share one apparent
similarity: heavy dockets. Judge Seave described
his docket as very busy, explaining that all judges
start with a high-volume court room. Judge White –
who is assigned to a “home court” where she
presides over felony arraignments, settlements, and
drug courts – agreed. On a recent Friday calendar,
she presided over no less than 125 different matters.
She remarked that she worked every bit as hard as
she did when she was an AUSA, but noted that the
workload is often compressed into a longer workday,
which for her, typically begins at 6:30 a.m.
Although these judges have heavy dockets
in a heavily-impacted system, all of them expressed
a sincere appreciation for their positions and the
positive outcomes they are able to achieve. Judge
Brown commented, “Serving as a judge is
immensely rewarding. You are given the privilege of
touching the lives of others and striving to strike a
proper balance among competing interests. The
position has far exceeded my expectations.” Judge
White echoed these sentiments. She explained that
her husband and others repeatedly encouraged her
to apply for a judicial appointment, and that she was
surprised by how much she enjoys the work. She
expressed tremendous satisfaction for some of the
“real life” results she sees in her cases, particularly
those where the individuals successfully complete
drug court and are able to start on a new path.
Although these recent judicial appointments
spring from different governors of different political
persuasions, the judges themselves share a
common and demonstrated commitment to public
service through their past and present work. 
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Comments from the President – continued from page 1

Then, this fall, the Eastern District Court's annual
Night to Honor Service will recognize members of our
community who generously volunteer their time
representing clients through the Court's Pro Bono
Panel and mediating cases through the Court's
Voluntary Dispute Resolution Program.
The Federal Bar Association strongly values
its
relationships
with
other
well-respected
organizations in our community, and we are always
looking for opportunities to collaborate with other legal
organizations to pool our resources and create great
events.
We have worked hand in hand with
Operation Protect and Defend in recent years to
support their annual Law Day Dinner, and look
forward to continuing our support of their excellent
program this year, and for years to come.
Additionally, this fall, for the third time in the
last three years, the Federal Bar Association will team
up with the Eastern District Historical Society to
present a panel discussion on a highly publicized
legal matter in our region's history. This year, the
subject case will be In re Bomb Disaster at Roseville,
California, on April 28, 1973, also known as the
"Roseville Bombing Trial." The latest event promises
to be every bit as fascinating and informative as the
last two events, which focused on Lynette "Squeaky"
Fromme and the "Unabomber" Ted Kacynski. We
look forward to continuing our strong relationship with
the Eastern District Historical Society to promote and
present these high-quality events.
Finally, our Sacramento Chapter of the
Federal Bar Association will once again have a strong
and visible presence at this year's Eastern District
Conference. The Conference will take place this year
in early October, and will be hosted in Lake Tahoe
As a benefit of your membership, all FBA members
receive invitations to this annual event.

Additionally, if you are interested in becoming more
involved with our organization, please feel free to
attend any of our monthly Executive Board meetings
(contact me for date, time, and location). The
Federal Bar Association's Sacramento Chapter is
dedicated to serving all its members and the
Sacramento area's legal community as a whole, and
we rely on your participation, feedback, and support
to provide the best service we can.

Upcoming Events:
Spring Member Mixer
Ten 22 Restaurant, May 2015
Invitation Forthcoming

Supreme Court Year in Review
The Citizen Hotel
Invitation Forthcoming

Night to Honor Service
Kennedy Learning Center
Invitation Forthcoming

Panel Discussion on the Roseville Bomb
Case
Presented by the Eastern District Historical Society
and the Federal Bar Association-Sacramento
Chapter
Kennedy Learning Center
Invitation Forthcoming

Eastern District Conference
Lake Tahoe, October 2-5, 2015
Invitation Forthcoming

Minute Man Press - PLEASE INSERT YOUR AD HERE

Our Executive Board is looking forward to
another exciting and successful year, and we hope
you will join us at our events and take full advantage
of the benefits of your membership. If you have any
questions for our organization, or any thoughts or
suggestions for how we might better serve our
members and our community, please do not hesitate
to contact me at LBailey@hansonbridgett.com.
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FBA Past President Profile:
Judge John A. Mendez
By: Avalon Johnson
Judge Mendez served as president of the FBA
in 1991. The Gulf War was just about to start and
President Bush senior was in office. At the time, Judge
Mendez was a partner at Downey Brand and was being
considered for the nomination to be the next United
States Attorney of the Eastern District. According to
Judge Mendez, at that time the organization was small
and there were far fewer federal practitioners. The FBA
served two main functions – to plan the Eastern District
conference, and to put on an orientation for attorneys
who were newly admitted to practice in the Eastern
District. The president also served as a board member of
the Sacramento County Bar Association, a role which is
now filled by the Vice President of the FBA.
There was no formal Eastern District Conference
planning committee – an institution formed by Judge
Shubb during his time as Chief Judge – and so the FBA
board and volunteer attorneys spent much of their time
preparing for the conference. Judge Robert Coyle, for
whom the Fresno Courthouse is named, worked closely
with the board and Judge Mendez. Judge Mendez
remembers that: “Judge Coyle worked so hard on the
conference. He was really great to work with because he
was so dedicated. He was very involved.” When asked about the differences between the FBA then and now,
Judge Mendez says that the FBA hosts many more events now, both social and substantive. “The caliber of your
events is much higher.” Ultimately, though, he says the FBA served the same purpose – an organization fostering
relationships among federal practitioners and a way for younger attorneys to connect with and learn from those
more experienced.
Another marked change, he says, between the practice of law in 1991 and now is, he believes, that law
practices, particularly in larger firms, focus much more on the business aspects of the practice. Judge Mendez saw
this evolution firsthand after he left his position as the United States Attorney for the Northern District (the position
he was offered in January 1991 instead of the Eastern District). He returned to work at a large San Francisco law
firm where, he felt, the only thing that mattered was his book of business, billable hours and the bottom line.
Regrettably, he says, there is more of an emphasis on the business side of practicing law now than in 1991. In
addition, the loss of numerous public sector jobs due to budget cut makes it increasingly difficult for younger
lawyers to have mobility in their careers.
When asked what advice he might offer to young attorneys in light of these circumstances, he answers
easily: “Find a job you love, that makes you love going to work.” Laughing, he adds, “Become a judge! I have the
best job in the legal profession 
-
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The Art Collection – continued from page 7

On the 14TH floor is a more traditional oil
/acrylic painting named “White Mountain Patriarch” by
artist Peter Holbrook of Humbolt, California. The
subject is an ancient Bristlecone Pine tree, which lives
at 11,000 feet in the Inyo Forest. Among the oldest
living things (some are 4,000 years old) they survive in
a habitat so cold, so dry and wind blasted that nothing
else lives there. According to the artist the trees are
symbolic of man's ambivalent relationship with nature.
The artist is most known for his oil paintings of nature
in the Sierras.
Down a floor on the 13TH is a studio quilt
titled “Chinadom” by Holly Junker, a former
Sacramentan who died in 2005. The title refers to the
fact that the courthouse is built in the heart of the old
Chinatown. The quilt is based on an infrared
topographical map, with the center being China town
(called Chinadom), and radiating out are surrounding
counties where the Chinese migrated. The quilt is
made in a style similar to pointilism - using small bits of
colored fabric to create shades, shapes and designs.
For more about Chinatown, you should also see the
Chinese history exhibit in the rotunda, which displays
artifacts found when the foundation for the building
was excavated.
On the 12TH floor is and acrylic painting
“Dream within a Dream” by George Miyasaki. Miyasaki
was a professor emeritus at UC Berekley, and passed
away in October of 2013. It is truly an abstract work,
and is not meant to represent anything in particular,
but to evoke a feeling. He stated that his inspiration is
the Chinese migrants, Chinatown of the gold rush era,
and other later Asian pioneers. Miyasaki was born in
Hawaii, but moved to California to study at Stanford,
then UC Berkeley, and he later taught at both as well.
A very unique and appropriate piece for a
courthouse is found on the 11TH floor.
“The
Agreement” by Jack Nielsen, also of Sacramento, is a
wall sculpture triptych, “reflecting our society's choice
to enact and follow a legal system”. The three symbols
are the Pearl – a traditional Chinese symbol of
wisdom; the Shield - a symbol of law enforcement; and
“Letters of the law” – typeface cascading from the
book, which symbolizes that our laws are codified

(written down), but dynamic (subject to interpretation
by the court). Uniquely, this sculpture concentrates on
the visual impact of letters as objects, not as text.
The 9TH Floor houses another oil painting,
“China Pattern” by Deborah Oropallo of Novato, which
is more abstract that the bristlecone pine painting. It’s
cross hatch “railroad tracks” pay homage to the over
10,000
Chinese
laborers
who
built
the
Transcontinental Railroad. The black train tracks are
shown against the white of the unforgiving snow, and it
reflects the brutal winter of 1866, where many workers
lost their lives near Donner summit while working to
complete the tracks. Oropallo is still quite active as an
artist and in May 2014, she had an exhibit in San
Francisco called “Milk Made” – paintings and paper
sculptures of cows.
On the 8TH floor is another abstract piece
called “World Lines: Mapping the Journey of Spirit &
Reason. In memory of my father” by artist Kathleen
Kasper-Noona of Carmichael. She calls it a Stone Wall
mural map, and the center is the immigrant’s
destination-the USA. The right side reflects America’s
western cultural heritage, the left represents the
philosophical heritage from the east. Her father was an
immigrant from Czechoslovakia. You might recall
another of this artist’s public pieces: “Cathexis.” These
were two ceramic columns, studded with mosaic
pieces and topped with vaguely Asian figures wearing
what appear to be unitards. These were located at the
entrance to the Westfield Mall at 7th and K Streets until
the demolition began.
Moving down to the 7TH floor, you will see a
hammered metal mosaic called “On the Spot Stood the
First Chinese Settlement in Sacramento” by nationally
known artist Tony Berlant. This metal collage is an
aerial view of the Sacramento River and the old
Chinese urban settlements in the downtown area. The
Chinese characters in the middle say “second city” ( a
name for Sacramento); on the left say “Old Gold
Mountain” (a name for Northern California); and on the
right say “Justice.”
Another reflection of the Sacramento Chinese
heritage is found in a mural located on the 6TH floor.
Continued on page 13 – The Art Collection
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The Art Collection – continued from page 12

Titled “Golden Mountains, Golden Fields” the
painting is by artist Daniel Galvez of Oakland. The
artist said that story tells the history of the 19 & 20
century immigration of the Chinese to California. On
the lower left corner is the ceiling of temple and on the
opposite corner is ceiling/rotunda of capital building.
The Black stone marker reflects Angel Island, the
immigration station for most Asian immigrants. And
the family groups, while different people are dressed in
different clothing, stress how important family is to
Chinese-Americans. The artist was born in Calexico,
but was raised in Sacramento.
When you return to the rotunda, you see the
largest piece in the collection. Named “The Decisions,”
it is a collaboration between artist Larry Kirkland, a
well-known public artist and poet Rita Dove. The piece
consists of 12 Marble Sculpted chairs, and a metal and
plexiglass hanging sculpture. Above are the scales of
justice, which have a 24 karat gold surface, which
reflects both the importance of the rule of law, and of
gold in the development of California. Note the fulcrum,
which is a courthouse, and the balance arms that are
open hands to show that justice needs active
participation to make it work. For a different view, look
at eye level from either the third or second floor gallery.
The chairs, carved from marble, represent the 12
jurors. Engraved on the back of each chair are quotes
by Pulitzer Prize winning, poet Rita Dove. Ms. Dove
served twice as U.S. poet laureate, and she was the
youngest ever and first African American to hold the
post. The readings reflect on the responsibilities of the
individual to the government and our complex
relationships with each other. While you are in the
rotunda, notice the small display in the corner. The
artifacts in the cases are all items found when the
foundation of the courthouse was excavated.
Archeologists from Sonoma State were called in to
collect and preserve the items as they reflect the
history of the area.
When you return outside, you see the cast
bronze whimsical figures of animals, fish, birds, native
Americans and pioneers playing along the waterfall,
which represent the role and importance of rivers and
water to Sacramento’s development. Notice the boots
on oxen pulling the covered wagon, and the bored

children fighting at the back, the bear photographing
the native, and the fish with bags of money which
reflect gold from rivers. It is titled “The Gold Rush” and
is by artist Tom Otterness of New York. Surrounding
the figures are the inscribed pavers by Jenny Holzer of
New York. There are 91 sayings and phrases drawn
from a variety of sources commenting on or reflecting
law, truth and justice. It is suggested however, that you
never quote from the pavers in any court hearing
inside the courthouse. The source for each quote are
listed on wall plaque located on the column near the
front door.
*Information obtained from the 1999 GSA
publication on the Art in the courthouse, as well as
various internet sites for the individual artists, and the
GSA Art in Architecture program web site.

The above is a paid-for advertisement and is not a
recommendation or endorsement by the Federal Bar Association,
or the Federal Bar Association – Sacramento Chapter.
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2014 Eastern District Conference in Yosemite
The annual Eastern District Conference was a resounding success and the best attended FBA event. Speakers
included, but were not limted to, Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech writer, Hank Thomas Jr. (an original Freedom Rider),
Dr. Clarence Jones, and Professor powell. The incredible presentations prompted all in attendance to rethink bias and
race. Overall, the Conference was an informative, educational, and enjoyable weekend. Plan to attend the 2015
Eastern District Conference, especially the members only after party.

The FBA Welcome Table provided cookies upon arrival
and a raffle of a bottle of Silver Oak for members.
Pictured above: Tonie Darling, Bre Moebius,
Brande Gustafson, Jake Rios

FBA Members gathered Friday evening for the FBA Only After Party.
Left: Laura Moreno, Bre Moebius, Judge England, Megan Sammut, Alex Medina
Right: Linda Deos, Eva Brock, David Levin, Lori Gualco
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Your 2015 FBA Sacramento Officers
President
Landon D. Bailey
Hanson Bridgett LLP
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500
Sacramento, California 95814

Judiciary Liaison
Hon. William B. Shubb
Senior U.S. District Court Judge
501 I Street, Suite 14-210
Sacramento, California 95814

Vice President
Thomas A. Woods
Stoel Rives LLP
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1600
Sacramento, California 95814

Secretary
Avalon Johnson
Downey Brand LLP
621 Capitol Mall, 18th Floor
Sacramento, California 95814

Treasurer
Megan C. Sammut
DLA Piper LLP
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2400
Sacramento, California 95814

Programs Co-Chair
Cameron L. Desmond
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 3000
Sacramento, California 95814

Programs Co-Chair
Julie Yap
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 2350
Sacramento, CA 95814

Membership Chair
Lori J. Gualco
Gualco Law
400 Capitol Mall, 11th Floor
Sacramento, California 95814

Student Division Chair &
Criminal Practice Rep.
Michele Beckwith
U.S. Attorney’s Office
501 I Street, Suite 10-100
Sacramento, California 95814

Bankruptcy Liaison
Jason E. Rios
Felderstein Fitzgerald Willoughby
& Pascuzzi LLP
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1750
Sacramento, CA 95814

Past-President
Breann M. Moebius
Law Clerk to Judge Shubb
501 I Street, Suite 14-210
Sacramento, California 95814

Government Affairs Liaison
Dan Croxall
Croxall Law
1201 K Street, Suite 740
Sacramento, California 95814

Newsletter Editor
Jake C. Weaver, Downey Brand LLP
Programs Committee
Tonie Darling, Office of the U.S. Trustee
Alex Medina, Medina McKelvey LLP
Steve Duvernay, Benbrook Law Group, PC
Jon Miles, Stoel Rives LLP
Linda Deos, Deos Law, PC
If you would like to write an article, place a member announcement, advertise, or submit photographs,
please email Jake C. Weaver, at jweaver@downeybrand.com.
Each author’s commentary in FBA Sacramento News & Notes reflects his or her individual opinion only and
not that of his or her employer, organization with which he or she is affiliated, the Federal Bar Association,
or the Federal Bar Association – Sacramento Chapter, unless otherwise indicated.
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Remember to Update Your Email Address with FBA
The FBA Sacramento communicates with its members primarily through email. If you have not been
receiving emails from the FBA, check your spam filter and send an email to FBA Sacramento Membership Chair
Lori J. Gualco at ljgualco@gualcolaw.com. Additionally, if you have recently changed your address, phone
number, or other contact information, please let us know so that we can update our records.

FBA – Sacramento Chapter
3104 O Street #296
Sacramento, California 95816

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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